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MAY 2007
Susan McLaughlin, President (728-2811)
Chuck Erickson, Vice President (625-6131)

Donna Kline, Editor (455-9510)   
CALENDAR

       MAY 2007


  8 – Board Meeting
28 – Memorial Day Wreath-Laying from USCG Hawksbill


31 – May Dinner Meeting - Midway Dining Out (Herman Hall, NPS) 
       JUNE 2007

12  – Board Meeting, Canterbury Woods


28  – June Dinner Meeting
Coming Up:   
 

July 6? – Sloat Landing Commemoration

     The Navy League of the United States was founded in 1902 with the encouragement of President Theodore Roosevelt. The Navy League is unique among military-oriented associations in that it is a civilian organization dedicated to the education of our citizens, including our elected officials, and the support of the men and women of the sea services and their families. You need not have served in the military to be a member of the Navy League.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  We have several activities planned for this month.  Of course our regular board meeting will be held at CG Station Monterey Tuesday, May 8th at 6PM in the training classroom. As always, members are welcome to attend, and anyone wishing to dine with us at the station at 5 pm in the galley is welcome.  You only need to contact me so that I can put your name on the galley’s list.

     This month there will be a presentation to the Board by the Station’s Commanding Officer LT Marc Warren.  Topics under discussion will be tours for our members of the Station and a boat ride for members on USCGC Hawksbill. We will also discuss putting up a table at the Naval Postgraduate School Memorial Day concert to provide information about our Council and joining the Navy League. Interested members are welcome to help.  Contact Donna Kline (455-9510) if you like to volunteer to help at the booth for an hour.
     Since the Station has offered the Council a place to store our materials, we now need to ask if any member would like to donate items to store in our new space. We are looking for a bookcase, a filing cabinet and a standing cabinet with doors.  If you can donate any of these items, please call me or Jim Hester (393-0112). 

   May is the month we memorialize our soldiers and veterans and honor the sacrifice they have made for our Nation.  On May 28th we will conduct a wreath laying ceremony from the USCGC Hawksbill.  This event allows us to remember our fallen. It is also a time for us to renew our devotion to our great Republic, and to the principles on which it was founded as we reflect on the lives of our military veterans who have passed.  Watch the Monterey Herald for more information about events celebrating this important day.
     Our regular dinner meeting will change this month.  We will be hosting a joint dinner with the Naval Order of the United States, at the Naval Postgraduate School. This dinner celebrates the 65th anniversary of the Battle of Midway and caps off an eventful Memorial Day week on May 31. 

    I hope you can attend one or more of these meetings and events.  

Susan
MAY MEETING:  In lieu of our regular dinner meeting, in May we will jointly host a formal military ‘Dining Out’ with our Monterey Bay Commandry of the Naval Order of the United States in commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Battle of Midway.  It will be held Thursday, 31 April in the Barbara McNitt Ballroom at the Naval Postgraduate School.  If you have never experienced a military dining out – this is an event not to be missed!  NPS student officers of the Naval Order have been working very hard with the NPS Officers Student Spouses’ Club in planning this traditional, rule-filled but fun event.  Social hour will begin at 6 PM, with dinner at 7 PM.  Our speaker will be Professor Dan Moran from Security at NPS.  The title of his talk will be “Midway As A Strategic Crossroads”.  Military will wear dress uniforms and civilian participant are asked to dress equivalently.  See the enclosed flier for details and on reservations, menu choices, and other important information.  Don’t miss the reservation deadline 23 May.  You can also find information about the Dining Out on our own Navy League Monterey council website:  www.navyleaguemonterey.com.
SEA CADETS:      It was a cold, rainy Saturday afternoon April 14th 2007, but that did not stop the Monterey County Divisions and Chesty Puller Battalion from having water survival training at the Alisal High School swimming pool.  ENS Joseph Leonelli, a student at NPS, along with ENS Andrew Valerius and LCDR Saucedo instructed the cadets in water survival techniques.  All the cadets qualified as 2nd class swimmers.  Thank you to Alisal High School for the use of their pool.

      If you attended the "Good Old Days" parade in Pacific Grove on Saturday, April 21, 2007, you saw both units march proudly down Pine Avenue.  The cadets represented themselves and the Navy in an impressive manner.  After lunch the cadets proceeded to the Maritime Museum for a tour and presentation by Commander Spud Lambing, USN (Ret).  Commander Lambing spoke of his flying experiences during WWII and showed photos of his aircraft and squadron.  This was probably the first time the cadets met a WWII pilot.

       Please pray for our troops and the people touched by the tragic events of the past week. 
                  Ltjg. Richard Villegas NSCC
     For more information about the US Navy Sea Cadet Program see http://www.seacadets.org/public/.

Please share the site with potential members!  

MEMORIAL DAY COMMEMORATION:  Don’t forget that our council will lay a wreath in the Monterey Bay on Memorial Day in memory of our fallen comrades.  The ceremony will begin at 10 am aboard U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Hawksbill and will include a Three-Bell ceremony conducted by the Fleet Reserve. Mario Iglesia will play the bugle and Monterey High ROTC will provide a color guard.  Council members are invited to view the ceremony with the understanding that it will be conducted aboard ship.  However, it will be visible from the Coast Guard pier for those who would rather not board the ship.  This will be just one of the events planned to commemorate the day.  The Naval Postgraduate School will once again host a ‘Concert on the Lawn’ with performances by our local orchestra, Del Monte Brass, and other groups of musicians and performers.  Our Council is planning to have a booth and provide information about the Navy League and what we do for the general public and prospective new members.  If anyone would like to participate or help in any way, please contact Donna Kline (455-9510).
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SUBMARINE VISIT!  In March, four of our council members, Jim Beard, Ann Hogan, Tony Butterfield, and Andy Moosa, were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to visit USS Jefferson City (SSN 759) while underway. They rode a tug out to the ship from San Diego for their visit.  They report that the crewmembers were intelligent and knowledgeable and that they were given royal treatment while onboard. The entire trip was exciting and rewarding.  There may be an opportunity to schedule a similar visit this year to one of the aircraft carriers.  These opportunities are subject to operational rescheduling and require a lot of flexibility. Jim Beard, our adopted units director, has a DVD from this visit and is preparing a trip report for those who may be interested.  We have posted the pictures on our website:
www.navyleaguemonterey.com. If you would be interested in pursuing such an opportunity, please contact Jim. 
NEW GATEWAY TO VETERAN HEALTH CARE: MY HEALTHEVET.COM
A new VA program is available on the web!  It is call My Health-e Vet.  It’s the new gateway to veteran healthcare benefits and services.  It provides access to:
· Trusted health information

· Links to Federal and VA benefits and resources

· The Personal Health Journal

· Online VA prescription refill

In the future, MHV registrants will be able to view appointments, copay balances, and key portions of their VA medical records online.  My Health-e Vet is a powerful tool to help you better understand and manage your health.  I urge you to make good use of this new VA program that will help all veterans to better health care services provided by your Veteran Affairs. 


Submitted by Abel Quinones

    OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON:  Operation Yellow Ribbon Monterey will be sending another 800 care packages to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan on May 14th.  The group needs your help!!  Each care package contains a letter from someone from home.  Can you write a non-political letter or an unsealed card to be part of a package?  Our troops tell us how important it is to have support from home.  We also need items for the care packages or donations to purchase items.  This is an ongoing project, and shipments are bi-monthly - to date almost 12,000 care packages have been sent.  For information or drop box locations, please contact Joan Bizzozero (625-512) Nadine Skonberg (649-0101) or Sylvia Fabris (484-114).  Thank you for caring.
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NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Coast Guard Station Monterey, Tuesday, May 8 at 6 PM in the Training classroom.  Any interested members may attend.  Board members may have the opportunity for dinner prior to the meeting.  Please contact Susan if you would like to participate.

GOING ON VACATION OR A TRIP?  When you go away and ask the Post office to hold or forward your mail, they return your Navy League newsletter to me.  Our Council pays $0.39 to get it back.  If you plan to go away, please let me know and I will hold your newsletter(s) until you are home to receive them.  Please call or email me (Donna) before you leave with the dates to hold your newsletters at 455-9510, klinede@aol.com.   Also, if you would like an electronic copy of the newsletter, please send me your email address and I will be happy to provide it in that format.

PLEASE NOTE:  If your label is highlighted with YELLOW, your membership will lapse at the end of next month.  If the highlight is RED, this is the last newsletter you will receive unless you renew.  If you have a red highlight but have renewed, just disregard the highlight. 
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