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MARCH 2007

Susan McLaughlin, President (728-2811)

Chuck Erickson, Vice President (625-6131)

Donna Kline, Editor (455-9510)   

CALENDAR

          MARCH 2007

  13 - Board Meeting

22– March Dinner Meeting

         APRIL 2007


  10 – Board Meeting


  26 – April Dinner Meeting


     The Navy League of the United States was founded in 1902 with the encouragement of President Theodore Roosevelt. The Navy League is unique among military-oriented associations in that it is a civilian organization dedicated to the education of our citizens, including our elected officials, and the support of the men and women of the sea services and their families. You need not have served in the military to be a member of the Navy League.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  We held our first board meeting in years, at Coast Guard Station Monterey last month. I say in years, because Spud Lambing, our Director at Large, remembered that previous Councils had held meetings at the Station, and he remembered attending meetings there.

  It wasn’t hard to feel comfortable in the new meeting room.  The training classroom, where we met, is spacious with plenty of seating available.  The Station made us feel welcome. We even drew some interest from some early arriving Coast Guard Auxiliarists who meet there as well.  Even better, the Station courteously invited our board members and guests to dine in the Galley prior to our meetings, for a nominal cost.  

  If you are planning to attend our next Board meeting, and are interested in dining there, please let me know as soon as you can.  FS1 Robert Chad Barrett, Food Service Officer at the Station, is a Master Certified Food Executive, IFSEA .  His Galley is a great place to congregate before the meeting, but to serve us best, he needs to have some advance notice, so please contact me as soon as possible, at 831-728-2811, if you would like to have supper at the Station before our meeting.

  Last month, the Station Executive Officer, LTJG Kelly Vandenberg asked if we would begin presenting our Sailor of the Quarter certificates again.  Coast Guard Station Monterey is one of our adopted units, and we accepted the invitation to re-institute Sailor of the Quarter awards with pleasure. Because we have not yet filled our Coast Guard Liaison position on the Board this year, Spud and I planned to award Sailor of the Quarter, Oct-Dec 2006, to MK2 Justin Parker ourselves.  

  In spite of our plans, when we finally met at the Station to make the presentation, it was clear that the Station was on alert and that the scheduled Quarters would not be held. After conferring with one another on our availability so that we could try again, Spud and I were approached by two Coast Guardsmen who informed us that Quarters was cancelled for the day.  We were also informed that the Coast Guardsman we’d come to honor, had been injured in a rescue effort involving three people and a sinking boat off Morrow Bay, and was at that moment being airlifted off the 47 foot Motor Life Boat for medical treatment.

  It’s easy in these times to get so caught up in our work and our lives that we forget the men and women of the sea services who daily devote their lives to our country and our security.  While we work, and play, we rest assured that our Sailors, Marines, Coast Guardsmen and Merchant Marine are performing their duties with courage and conviction, even if it puts their own lives in peril. 

  The Navy League Council of the United States is dedicated to serve, support and stand with the U.S. sea services - the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard and the U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.  As Navy League members, we are charged with educating American citizens about the importance of sea power, and supporting those who serve.  Guard Station Monterey is just one of our adopted units, and each and every one of our adopted units deserves the support of our membership, whether we are providing recreation equipment and library books to our deployed ships; hosting port welcomes and holiday celebrations; or presenting awards to outstanding members of the sea services. 

  Our adopted units are:  USS Port Royal (CG-73), USCGC Hawksbill, VFA 125, Coast Guard Station Monterey, Naval Postgraduate School, Marine Detachment at Defense Language Institute, and the Center for Information Dominance (Navy unit at Defense Language Institute).  

  If you are a Council member and would like to step up to the challenge, we are currently collecting books, videos, CDs, DVDs, books, puzzles and games to send to our adopted units.  Contact Jim Beard, 394-3958 if you have items that you would like to donate.  If you would like to participate in other ways, contact me or Spud Lambing at 372-5812.

  The Monterey Council also has a website. Go to www.navyleaguemonterey.com. We’re using the site to keep you posted on meetings, and events, and our awards presentations.  We hope to have more information to post on our Sailor of the Quarter soon, so please have a look, if you have Internet access.

Susan
MARCH MEETING:  Our next dinner meeting will be held Thursday, 22 March at the Monterey Elks Lodge, 150 Mar Vista Drive.  Social hour will begin at 6 PM, with dinner at 7 PM.

     Our speaker will be Tim Thomas from the Monterey Maritime Museum.  A fourth generation     

The dinner entrée choices will be linguini and clams or chicken fried steak.  Price of each meal is $24.  Please use the enclosed coupon to make your reservation(s) and make sure it reaches Lois (625-5113) by Monday, 18 March.
SEA CADETS:   On Saturday 17FEB07 eight cadets from Monterey County Division and eight cadets from the Chesty Puller Battalion went to Coast Guard Island in Alameda for a tour of Coast Guard Island.  The cadets toured the medical center, the cutter Munro and the command center.  The command center had to be cleared of all sensitive material before the cadets could tour the facility.  
    Sunday the 18FEB07 ten cadets from both units went to Markley's Indoor Range for small arm qualifications.  The cadets shot 22 cal. pistols and rifles, they also got to shoot a 40 cal. pistol.  Scores are being checked to see if any cadets qualified for a ribbon.  
    I’d like to extend a special “THANK YOU” to ENS Andrew Valerius for instructing the cadets in firearm safety and marksmanship.  ENS Valerius also gave the cadets a detailed inspection to prep them for the upcoming inspection.

    Please remember and pray for our troops.  
                  Ltjg. Richard Villegas NSCC
     For more information about the US Navy Sea Cadet Program see http://www.seacadets.org/public/.

Please share the site with potential members! 

OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON MONTEREY:  As part of ongoing support for our troops, Operation Yellow ribbon will be sending over 800 CARE packages to Iraq and Afghanistan March 20.  Shipments are sent bi-monthly, and since 2003 we have shipped almost 11,000 CARE packages.  The most important item in each of these packages is a letter or card. Can you write a letter of support or send a card to be included in our shipment to our men and women far from home? Our troops need and deserve our support.  Let them know how much we appreciate what they are doing for us and for our country!

  We need hygiene and snack items for our care packages such as:

Food & Snack Items:  Individually wrapped hard candy;  chewing & bubble gum, mints,  small packages (lunch box sized) of nuts, seeds, pretzels, cookies, etc.; granola bars, instant oatmeal;  sweetened drink mixes (Crystal Light, sweetened Kool-Aid), ground or instant coffee,  cocoa, sugar and sweetener packets;  small tins  of tuna or chicken (NO PORK OR VIENNA SAUSAGE!), lunch packets of tuna or chicken w/crackers, beef jerky, pop-tops tuna, fruit & fruit cocktail, non-refrigerated microwave meals, and dried fruit (not apricots).  

Personal, Hygiene & Toiletries:  Hotel/travel sized deodorant, shampoo, lotion, toothpaste, mouthwash; toothbrushes, dental floss & brush ups; breath strips; disposable razors, eye drops, saline nose drops, unscented baby wipes, wet wipes, small hand sanitizer; small Kleenex packets, Q-tips, anti-fungal creams, band aids, foot powder; DVDs, CD’s, AAA and AA batteries, pens, blank greeting cards and stationary, disposable cameras, moleskin cushions for feet.

  The most requested items are new or used DVD’s or CD’s, AAA & AA batteries; current pocket books & magazines, AT&T PHONE CARDS, beef jerky, tuna and chicken.  We also accept cash or checks to purchase these items.

Drop off boxes are at the following locations (or we can pick up)

CARMEL: Tanning by the Sea (26352 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Barnyard); UPS Store (225 Crossroads Blvd).

SALINAS:  McShane’s Nursery & Landscaping (115 Monterey-Salinas Highway); Sherwood Care Pharmacy (1007 N. Main); Star Care Pharmacy (1273 S. Main).  

MONTEREY:  Stewart Title (401 Fremont at Abrego);   Monterey Bay Eye Center  (21 Upper Ragsdale).

PACIFIC GROVE: The Hand Maden (Lighthouse at 17th). 

CARMEL VALLEY:  Hacienda  Hay & Feed  (next to Quail Lodge on Carmel Valley Road).   

 For more information, please contact Joan Bizzozero (625-5128), Nadine Skonberg (649-0101), or Sylvia Fabris at (484-1104).  Thank you!

MISSING NAVY LEAGUE TABLECLOTHS:  Our council owns some nice cloths that we use to cover the tables for our wine receptions and other events.  They were used for the October event and someone took them home to wash them but we don’t know who that was.  If you have them, or know who does, please contact Spud 372-5812 or Lois 625-5113.
2007 DIRECTORY UPDATE:  Please make the following corrections to your recently received directory:  Donna Kline  phone:  831-455-9510

Jeanne Nakagawa email: jfnakagawa@sbcglobal.net
Gordon Nakagawa  email:gnakagawa@sbcglobal.net
GOING ON VACATION OR A TRIP?  When you go away and ask the Post office to hold or forward your mail, they return your Navy League newsletter to me.  Our Council pays $0.39 to get it back.  If you plan to go away, please let me know and I will hold your newsletter(s) until you are home to receive them.  Please call or email me (Donna) before you leave with the dates to hold your newsletters at 455-9510, klinede@aol.com.   Also, if you would like an electronic copy of the newsletter, please send me your email address and I will be happy to provide it in that format.

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Coast Guard Station Monterey, Tuesday, March 13 at 6 PM in the Training classroom.  Any interested members may attend.  Board members may have the opportunity for dinner prior to the meeting.  Please contact Susan if you would like to participate.

PLEASE NOTE:  If your label is highlighted with YELLOW, your membership will lapse at the end of next month.  If the highlight is RED, this is the last newsletter you will receive unless you renew.  If you have a red highlight but have renewed, just disregard the highlight. 
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RESERVATIONS:  NAVY LEAGUE DINNER, THURSDAY, 22 MARCH 2007


ELKS LODGE, 150 MAR VISTA, MONTEREY


SOCIAL HOUR – 6 PM    DINNER – 7 PM





NAME(S)_______________________________________________________


_____ LINGUINI and CLAMS @ $24 EACH


_____ CHICKEN FRIED STEAK @ $24 EACH        


					CHECK ENCLOSED FOR $ _________





Make checks payable to “NLUS” and mail to:


	LOIS LAYTON


	24660 UPPER TRAIL			MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY, 18 MARCH!!!


	CARMEL, CA  93923


	(PH. 625-5113)
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